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PREFACE

Thi s Pocket Navi gator catal ogs the many and varied products
created by partners of the Southern California Wtlands
Recovery Project (WRP) and shows how they fit within a
Wat er shed Managenent Pl anning framework. It is also designed
to meet requirenents that apply to Proposition 13 Watershed
Managenent Pl anning grants and to provide broad and ready
access to useful planning tools. Mreover, by organizing the
exi sting products in the Pocket Navigator, it is easier to
identify what kinds of additional tools may be needed.

The WRP was forned as a regional partnership to restore
wetlands in the five-county, South Coast area from Point
Conception to the border with Mexico. Wile California has
| ost a greater percentage of its wetlands (rivers, streans,
mar shes) than any other state, wetlands conversion and
degradation in Southern California has been especially
pronounced because of the region’s extrenely high popul ation
growt h and econom c activity. |In addition, vast
hydr ol ogi cal changes have occurred in this Mediterranean
region to inport water for the long, dry summers while
erecting extensive flood control facilities to shunt fl ood
waters to sea during the wet w nter nonths.

Percent age Wetl and Loss by State
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Source: National Research Council, Restoration of Aquatic
Ecosystens (1992).

A 1993 Executive Order (W59-93) called for creation of
three regional partnerships to address wetlands | osses in
California, including Coastal Southern California. Wth
over 16 mllion people, Southern California s five coastal
counties exceed the popul ations of every state but New York
and Texas and exceed the conbi ned popul ati on of the 15 | east
popul ous states. About 25 percent of the nation’s coastal
popul ation currently resides in the region. The gross

regi onal product of about $500 billion constitutes six
percent of the entire U S. econony, ranking the region as
the 12" largest econony in the world. These forces combined
with a fragile natural environnent have led to | osses of
over 90 percent of historical wetlands and serious
degradati on of those renmining. Nonetheless, the region' s
vitality largely depends on its rivers, streans, narshes,
and near shore waters—all the nore precious in this sem -
arid climte.

Thus, the Wetl ands Recovery Project has evolved as a dynam c
regional partnership to pronote effective and efficient
restoration work. Formally established in January 1998, the
WRP has pronoted scientific assessnent and eval uati on;

devel oped an acquisition and restoration program and
created an extensive organi zational partnership to support
the work effort. It has expended over $60 nillion on
acquisition (52%, restoration (31% and planning (17%
projects. While about 70 percent of the funding conmes from
state agencies, primarily through the State Coastal
Conservancy, federal and private funds each account for
about 10 percent of the total; the other ten percent cones
fromlocal funds (7% and settlenent agreenents (3%

The WRP began as a state and federal agency initiative with
support from i ndependent scientists. Local interests,
however, have played an ever-increasing role in gathering

| ocally generated information; identifying and carryi ng out
proj ects; and pronoting education about wetlands and
wat er shed i ssues. They work through county task forces co-
chaired by a county supervisor and | eadi ng county-w de

envi ronnent al organi zati on.

The Proposition 13 grant fromthe State Water Resources
Control Board enabl ed each of the five WRP county task
forces to hire a watershed coordi nator for 15 nonths (Apri
15, 2002-July 15, 2003) to staff task force activities
(organi zi ng neetings, workshops, tours); to allow greater

| ocal participation in the activities of the WRP partner
agenci es and the Sci ence Panel (devel oping project proposals
and contributing to wetland and wat ershed assessnent tool s);
and to create a nunber of tools including a Gaps Report



(identifying geographic and i ssue areas in each county in
need of attention), a Watershed Pl an Characterization
(showi ng where pl ans have been conpl eted and are underway),
a Conprehensive Wetl ands Restoration Project Inventory (a
data base of potential projects), and a county-by-county
list of possible project funders.

Additionally the grant funded the California Public Interest
Research Group (Cal PIRG WaterWatch Programto support the
task forces and the region as a whole with a vol unt eer
network drawn fromthe University of California and the
California State University systens. University students
served as troops to perform waterway cl ean-ups, to conduct
vol unteer nonitoring and restoration work, and to nake
presentations with hands-on |learning activities for

el enentary cl asses throughout the region with the thene
Headwat ers to Ccean (H20): Water Connects Al Life. Cal PIRG
al so created a Community Wat er Watch Cal endar so that people
in each of the five counties can find out what is going on
in the region and how they m ght get invol ved.

The WRP has formally existed since 1998, evolving into a
extensive partnership that has spurred the creation of many
wat er shed managenent pl anni ng products and tools. Nowhere,
however, have they been catal ogued and the rel ationship
anong them depi cted. This Pocket Navi gator serves that role;
it provides a synopsis of docunents describing the WRP' s

pur pose, organi zation, wetland and wat ershed assessnent
tools, regional planning efforts, projects, education and
outreach, science and research, funding sources, and rel ated
project work. It provides a basis for understanding the WRP
and for continuing to expand and integrate the WRP

part nershi p.
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POCKET NAVIGATOR

for the

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
WETLANDS RECOVERY
PROJECT (WRP)

PURPOSE

Vision

The Wetl ands Recovery Project coordinates efforts and
targets resources, turning pieceneal activities into a

vi sionary, long-termregional approach. It’s efforts wll
breathe life into the region’s natural comunity, and a
string of vibrant, graceful wetlands will offer new
perspectives on the region’s geography and culture. The
benefits will extend beyond the wetland borders:

Communities |slands of beauty and calmin a region beset
by grom h pressures, restored wetlands will play an integral
role in the lives of Southern California comunities.

becom ng a touchstone for a community’s quality of life.

Biodiversity Internationally significant. . . our
bi ol ogi cal diversity will mrror our ethnic diversity.

Economy Al ready an essential conponent of our $500 million
sport fishing industry, and hol ding great potential for

fl ood protection and groundwater recharge, wetlands wl|l
continue to fuel the Southern California econony. Their
filtering capabilities offer cost-effective means to inprove
water quality. As Pacific Flyway popul ations are restored
and access to these areas is potentially inproved, the
wet | ands can play a growing role in tourism

For full text, see Vision Statement at
WWW. SCCc. ca. gov./scw p, WRP Documents.

Mission


http://www.scc.ca.gov./scwrp

To acquire, restore and enhance coastal wetl ands and
wat er sheds bet ween Poi nt Conception and the International
border with Mexico. Using a non-regul atory approach and an
ecosystem perspective, working together to identify wetland
acqui sition and restoration priorities, prepare plans for
these priority sites, pool funds to undertake these
projects, inplenment priority plans, and oversee post-project
mai nt enance and nonitoring. . . . [resulting] in the |ong
termincrease in the quantity and quality of the region's
wet | ands.

For full text, see Working Agreenment, wWw.Scc.ca.gov/scwp,
WRP Docunents.

Goals

To re-establish a nosaic of fully functioning wetl ands
systens with a diversity of habitat types and connections to
upl and communi ties that preserves and recovers self-
sust ai ni ng popul ati ons of speci es.

1. Preserve and restore coastal wetl|land ecosystens.

2. Preserve and restore streamcorridors and wetland
ecosystens in coastal watersheds.

3. Recover native habitat and species diversity.
4. Integrate wetlands recovery with other public objectives.

5. Pronote education and conpati ble access related to
coastal wetl ands and wat er sheds.

6. Advance the science of wetlands restorati on and
managenent in Southern California.

For full text with statenent of need and key inpl enentation
strategies, see ww. scc. ca. gov/scwp, WRP Docunents,
Regi onal Strategy, Chapter on Regional Goals.

ORGANIZATION AND PARTNERS

The Wetl ands Recovery Project is a broad, comrunity-based
effort supported by over 20 state and federal agencies in
partnership with an illustrious Science Panel and Public
Advi sory Community—all working in concert with 5 county-

| evel task forces. The WRP partners share a belief that


http://www.scc.ca.gov/scwrp
http://www.scc.ca.gov/scwrp

recovering the vitality of the region’s wetlands requires a
commtted and inclusive partnership effort.

To receive notices about WRP activities, subscribe at

WWWV. scc. ca. gov/ scwp; for notices about legislative affairs,
contact steveaceti @al coast. org.

Wetlands Recovery Project Organization Chart

Gover ni ng
Boar d

State

Coast al
Conser vancy
Publ i c Sci ence
Advi sory Advi sory
Comittee Manager s Pane

G oup
I

! |

Task Forces
SANTA
BARBARA
COUNTY

For information on individuals serving in different
organi zati onal capacities, see www. scc. ca. gov/scwp, WRP
Partici pants.

State and Federal Agency Partnership

Governing Board

Sets general policy and approves the annual Project Wrk

Pl an (see bel ow). Menber agenci es have nmandate to protect or
restore wetl ands and have signed the WRP's charter docunent,
t he Worki ng Agreenent (see below). Chaired by the Secretary
of the Resources Agency, nenbers are heads of represented
agenci es; ex officio nenbers include chairs of the Science



Panel and the Public Advisory Cormittee. Meets 3-4 tines
each year in different |ocations throughout region.

Meet i ngs announced through e-mail notices to listserv; al
proceedi ngs posted at www. scc. ca. gov/scwp, WRP Archives.

State Coastal Conservancy (SCC)

Oversees partnership, serving as staff to the Governing
Board and Managers Group and as the primary fiscal agent for
WRP funds; provides project managers to inplenment key Wrk
Pl an projects; and coordi nates activities across
organi zati onal entities.

Managers Group

Responsi bl e for inter-agency coordination, especially

devel opi ng and i nplementing the Work Pl an and other nulti-
agency initiatives approved by the Governing Board. Chaired
by a federal partner agency. Menbers represent Governing
Board agenci es and keep Board nenbers and agenci es appri sed
of WRP activities. Meets nonthly, usually at the Long Beach
of fices of the National Marine Fisheries Service.

For nmeeting information, contact tchapman@cc. ca. gov.
Managers |isted at ww. scc. ca.gov/scwp, WRP Participants.

VWETLANDS RECOVERY PRQIECT AGENCY PARTNERS

STATE AGENCY PARTNERS

Resour ces Agency; wWw. resources. ca. gov

California Coastal Conm ssion; ww. coastal.ca.gov

Department of Parks and Recreation; ww. parks. ca. gov
Department of Fish and Game; www. df g. ca. gov

State Lands Commi ssion; ww. sl c. ca. gov

State Coastal Conservancy; Www. ScC.ca. gov

San Di ego River Conservancy Www. resources.ca. gov/ conservanci es???
Santa Monica Bay Restoration Conm ssion; ww. snb. org???
Santa Moni ca Mountai ns Conservancy; WM. ceres. ca. gov/ simt???
Ri vers and Mount ai ns Conservancy; Ww.rnt. ca. gov

California Environmental Protection Agency; ww. cal epa.ca. gov

State Water Resources Control Board; ww. swch. ca. gov

San Di ego Regi onal Water Quality Control Board; www. swchb. ca. gov/rwjch9
Santa Ana Regi onal Water Quality Control Board; www. swch. ca. gov/rwjch8
Los Angel es Regi onal Water Quality Control Board;

www. swrcb. ca. gov/ rwgcb4

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board;

www. swrcb. ca. gov/ rwgch3

FEDERAL AGENCY PARTNERS

Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Region;
http://sw.nnfs. noaa. gov

Nat ural Resources Conservation Service; ww. ca.nrcs. usda. gov
US. Fish and Wildlife Service; ww.fws.gov

U. S. Environnmental Protection Agency; ww.epa. gov

U S. Arny Corps of Engineers; ww. usace.arny.m |l
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Advisory Committees

Science Advisory Panel (SAP)

Identifies strategies to inprove regional wetlands recovery
and managenent; prepares position papers, and devel ops
research programto address critical issues related to
wet | ands restoration. Al so reviews docunents and helps to
sponsor annual synposium Currently focused on devel oping a
regi onal wetlands nonitoring programto assess wetl and
status and trends and to report on progress towards WRP
goals. Menbers nom nated by the Managers G oup, reviewed by
t he Sci ence Panel and approved by the Governi ng Board.
Chaired by the Southern California Coastal Water Research
Project wwth half-tinme staff support. Responsibilities
described in Governing Board Report: Structure and Rol e of

t he Sci ence Advi sory Panel (June 2000); Panel creation
described in Governing Board Report, Science Advisory Panel
(April 1998). Has four one-day neetings a year, usually at
the SCOWRP of fices in Westm nster.

For Science Panel information, contact marthas@ccw p. org.
To access neeting materials, see www. scc. ca. gov/scw p, WRP
Docunents; for above reports, see www. Scc.ca.gov/scw p, WRP
Archives, section on Governing Board Meeting Material s.

SCI ENCE PANEL MEMBERS

Steve Weisberg, Ph.D., Chair of Science Panel
Executive Director, Southern California Coastal Water
Research Proj ect

Ri ch Ambrose, Ph.D.; UCLA

John Cal laway, Ph.D.; University of San Francisco

John Di xon, California Coastal Conm ssion

M chael Horn, California State University, Fullerton

M chael Josselyn, Ph.D.; San Francisco State University

Shar ook Madon, Pacific Estuary Research Lab, San D ego
State University

Keith McDonald, CHZM Hi ||, Seattle

Ken Schwarz, Jones and Stokes Associ ates

Martha Sutula, Ph.D. (Science Panel Staff), Southern California Coastal
Wat er Research Proj ect

Eric Stein, Ph.D.; Southern California Coastal Water
Research Proj ect

Ri chard Zenbal, Ph.D., Orange County Water District

Public Advisory Committee (PAC)

Represents conmunity interests to Governi ng Board, pronotes
WRP interests to | egislators and ot her decision nmakers; and
bui | ds broader constituency for wetlands recovery in the
regi on. Menbers drawn from |l ocal government, comrunity
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organi zati ons, business and education field. Menbership
Committee sel ected by PAC Chair reviews nenbers(up to 5)

sel ected by each task force and supplenents themw th “at

| arge” nenbers to fill any gaps in terns of representation
and PAC needs. other conmttees include the Legislative
Affairs Commttee that organi zes an annual WRP event in
Sacranent (in conjunction with PAC nenber Cal Coast) and the
Cross-County Task Force Committee which pronotes cross-
county information exchange and coordi nation. Chaired by the
nonprofit foundation, Environnment Now with staff support
fromthe WRP Qutreach Director. Meets 3-4 tines a year,
nost often at the offices of Environment Now in Santa

Moni ca.

For PAC information, contact jrhartmann@ol.com To access
PAC Byl aws, see WRP Docunents, for PAC Reports to the
Governi ng Board, see www. scc.ca. gov/scwp, WRP Archives,
Governing Board Meeting Materials.

Five County-Level Task Forces

The grassroots base of the WRP, the task forces aggregate
community interests around wetl ands and wat ershed i ssues,
particularly bringing | ocal governnent together with
community organi zations. They engage in information
gathering for the WRP (projects, contacts, data, planning
needs); pronote information exchange and efficiencies within
and across counties; and through educati on and outreach,
hel p build broader constituencies to support WRP worKk.
Menbership is open to any comrunity nenber eager to
participate. Co-chaired by a county Supervisor and a | eading
community environnmental organization. Mst nmeet nonthly,
about 8-10 tines a year.

For nore contact infornmation, see wwv . scc.ca. gov/scwp, WVRP
Partici pants; see also section titled Overview of the WRP.

San Diego Task Force —Chai red by Supervisor Pam Sl ater
and the San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy
(www. sanelijo.orq).

For nmeeting information, contact dg@anelijo.org.

Orange County Task Force — Chaired by Supervi sor Tom
Wl son and the Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks of
Orange County (www. ocf ohbp. org).

For nmeeting information, contact jwatt4@ol.com

Los Angeles County Task Force - Chaired by Supervisor Zev
Yar osl avsky and the Los Angel es and San Gabriel Rivers
Wat er shed Council (ww. | asgrwe. orq).
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For neeting information, contact rick@ asgrwc. org.

Ventura County Task Force —Chaired by Supervisor Steve
Bennett and the Ornond Beach Cbservers;

For neeting information, contact
arnmbrustr @css. k12. ca. us.

Santa Barbara County Task Force — Chai red by Supervi sor
Susan Rose and the Community Environnental Counci
(www. communi t yenvi ronnent al counci |l . orqg).

FOR MEETI NG | NFORMATI ON, CONTACT BTHI EL@CWRP. ORG
Other Partners

California Coastal Coalition (CalCoast)
Tracks legislative affairs related to wetlands and
wat er shed i ssues, manages WRP |istserv, and
di ssem nates digital newsletter. See www cal coast. org;
contact steveaceti @al coast. org.

California Public Interest Research Group (CalPIRG)

WaterWatch Program
Sponsors cl ean-ups and trash inventories, volunteer
nonitoring activities, and el enentary cl assroom
presentations on wetl ands and watershed issues by
col | ege students. Can provide crews for restoration
work to task force nenber organi zations. See
www. envi ronnent cali fornia.org; contact
suj at ha@nvi ronnent al cal i forni a. org.

California Regional Environmental Education Community (CREEC)
Mai nt ai ns a searchable web site with wat ershed
education materials to informteachers and those who
devel op such material s about what is available. See
WWW. CIr eec. or g.

Earth Island Institute
Hel ps to pronote and fund the WRP small grant program
See wwww. eart hi sl and. org.

Environment Now
Serves as the nonprofit, 501(c)(3) unbrella for the
WRP' s conmmuni ty-based activities including the Public
Advi sory Commttee, the county task forces, the smal
grant program the Proposition 13 grant fromthe State


http://www.communityenvironmentalcouncil.org/
http://www.calcoast.org/
http://www.environmentcalifornia.org/
http://www.creec.org/
http://www.earthisland.org/

Wat er Resources Control Board, and the Techni cal
Assi stance Program grant fromthe State Coastal
Conservancy. See ww. envi ronnent now. or g.

Southern California Coastal Water Research Project
Serves as the locus for WRP scientific research and
program assessnent work, chairing the WRP Sci ence Panel
and housing its staff person. See www. sccw p. org.

University of California Cooperative Extension Program
Devel ops wat ershed managenent pl anning materials and
prograns applicable to Southern California’ s urbanized
envi ronnent. See
wwmv. cel osangel es. ucdavi s. edu/ natural _resources;
contact sdrill @cdavi s. edu.

REGIONAL WETLANDS ASSESSMENTS

Precursor Assessments

Zedler Coastal Wetland Profile

The Ecol ogy of Southern California Coastal Salt Marshes: A
Comunity Profile (1982). One of the earliest efforts to
vi ew Sout hern California coastal wetlands regionally.

Zedl er was anong the first to call for regional approach to
restoration.

U S. Fish and Wlidlife Service Rept. No. FW5/ OBS-81-54

National Research Council Study

Finding that California has |ost 91 percent of its wetl ands,
a greater percentage than any other state in the nation,

i ncluding Florida and Loui si ana whi ch rank 26" and 27'"
respectively with 46 percent |osses. Restoration of Aquatic
Ecosystens: Sci ence, Technol ogy and Public Policy (1992).

For information, see ww.. nap. edu/ catal og/ 1807. ht i .

Ferren Classification System

Wet | ands of the Central and Southern California Coast and
Coastal Watersheds: A Methodology for Their Cassification
and Description (1995; updated 1996; prepared for U S.
Environnental Protection Agency, Region 9.) Provides a
framewor k for understanding the variety of wetlands in
Southern California’ s Mediterranean Climate (one of only 5
in the world), whose characteristics differ markedly from
wet | ands in noister areas.


http://www.environmentnow.org/
http://www.sccwrp.org/
http://www.celosangeles.ucdavis.edu/natural_resources
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/1807.html

To access, http://lily.mp.berkel ey. edu/ wet | ands/

Initial WRP Assessment Activities

Southern California Coastal Wetlands Inventory

Conpleted in 1998 by the state Coastal Conservancy, this
first assessnent product of the WRP describes 41 coastal
wet |l ands fromthe Tijuana Estuary in San D ego County to
Devereux Slough in Santa Barbara County with profiles that

i nclude information about size, conditions, and threats;

bi bl i ographies citing sources fromwhich profiles
constructed; historic and current maps. The Coastal Wetl and
| nventory has since been included in the WRP I nformation
station.

To access, see www. W pi nfo.scc. ca. gov.

Science Panel Assessment of 1997

A sunmary paper, Regional Restoration Planning for Southern
California Coastal Wetlands: Science Advisory Wrkshop
(Cctober 1997), describes a workshop in which Science Panel
menbers, using the Coastal Wtlands Inventory and their best
prof essi onal judgnent, identified principles to guide
restoration planning and targeted areas of immedi ate
concern.

To be posted at www. scc. ca. gov/scwp, WRP Archives.

Pilot Watershed Inventory

Effort to adapt nethodol ogy used in the Coastal Wetl ands

I nventory to the region’s watersheds focusing on Los
Penasqui t os Lagoon wat ershed, the m ddl e reach of the Santa
Ana River, the tributaries of the Santa Clara R ver to
enhance existing data on main stem and later including the
Ventura and Los Angles R vers. Pilots selected for regional
representation, variety, and Regional Water Board
priorities. Wrk funded by the U S. Environnmental Protection
Agency. This was incorporated into the WRP I nformation
Station where these watersheds are nore intensively
described wwth A S and other data than the other watersheds
in region.

To access, see www. w pi nfo. scc. ca. gov.

Current WRP Assessment Framework


http://lily.mip.berkeley.edu/wetlands/
http://www.wrpinfo.scc.ca.gov/
http://www.scc.ca.gov/scwrp

An effective assessnent framework matches net hods and tool s
to pertinent resource managenent questions. The Sci ence
Panel seeks to neasure progress towards the WRP's six
regional goals at both the site-specific project |evel, but
al so at the programmatic, regional level. D fferent nethods
and tools are appropriate for different geographic scal es of

anal ysi s and managenent questions—e.g., Level | tools
descri be wetl and distribution and extent, Level |l tools
descri be wetl and condition, and Level |Il tools describe the

causes of wetland condition by Iinking human activities to
effects on natural processes. The devel opnent of a suite of
tools at different |levels nmeans that work on one advances
and val i dates work on others. The Science Panel is working
closely with state and federal agency advisors and is

recei ving techni cal advise and assi stance from | ocal
government and comrunity organi zations to ensure that the
tools fit the needs of decision nmakers. The Science Panel is
al so form ng relationships with other regional partnerships
in California (e.g., the San Francisco Bay and Central
Coast) to share approaches and techni cal experti se.

Assessment Diagram

MANAGENMENT METHODS LEVEL/ GEOGRAPHI C ASSESSMVENT
QUESTI ON SCALE TOOLS
Ext ent of Renot e » | Region EcoAt | as
wet | ands Sensi ng 0 SCRWPP
Mappi ng & 2 5
I nventories i~ ?g;
Condi tion 2 Il Region-to o
Model s — -Site Q SCREAM
Surveys @ ° EMAP, CRAM
z 5
o
= @
Rel ati on- Fi el d- based S 11 o St andard
shi ps of nmeasur enent / o Site S noni t ori ng
variabl es Resear ch a 3 techni ques
(&S] (]
]

Met hods and tool s devel oped for wetter regions of the
country are not readily adapted to the sem-arid climte of
coastal Southern California. Thus, the Science Panel is
devel opi ng custom zed assessnment tools conpatible with the
ecol ogy of Southern California wetlands. The Sci ence Panel
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is working closely with state and federal agency advisors
and is receiving technical advice and assistance from | ocal
government and comrunity organi zations to ensure that the
tools fit the needs of decision nakers working at different
| evel s.

To acquire a summary Power Poi nt presentation, contact
mar t ha@ccw p. or g.

To acquire position paper, |nproving Regional Planning of
Wet | and Ecosystem Restoration and Managenent in Sout hern
California (May 2002), see WWW. SCC. ca. gov/ scw p, WRP
Docunent s.

To acquire progress report on initiatives presented Report
on SAP Regi onal Pl anning Position Paper (Cctober 2002),
contact marthas@ccwp.org; a detailed white paper
describing the regional nonitoring framework wll be

avai | abl e by Summer 2004 from marthas@ccw p. org.

New Mapping, Inventory & GIS Data (Level T)

National Wetlands Inventory (NWT)

Periodically updated or renewed by the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service (FW5) to report on the status and trends of
nation’s wetlands. The new inventory of coastal Southern
California’ s estuarine wetlands will be conpleted in 2004.
Funding to map freshwater wetlands is being sought and the
FW5 is partnering in the SCRMWP (below) to denonstrate the
accuracy of its nmethod to map Southern California riparian
areas in two coastal watersheds.

W1l be available through link to the USFWS/ NW website.

Southern California Riparian Mapping Pilot Project (SCRMPP)
Funded by National Oceanic and Atnospheric Adm nistration’s
Coastal Services Center and the U S. Ceol ogical Survey to
devel op cost-effective mapping of riparian areas in the WRP
program area and serve as a pilot for state-w de mappi ng of
riparian resources. WIIl develop a G S-based nethod to
del i neat e geonorphic riparian zone boundari es and conpare
different renote sensing technologies for utility versus
cost in mapping vegetative cover. WII also be used to
denonstrate the National Wetland Inventory’'s riparian
mappi ng et hodol ogy for two watersheds in the region
(above). WII test different levels of resolution (30, 4,
and 1 neter), conparing wth manually interpreted vegetation
i mgery, to determ ne the nost cost-effective, reliable way
to delineate the region’s riparian areas.
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To acquire SCRMPP Project Description, contact
mar t has@ccw p. or g.

Interferometric Synthetic Aperture Radar (IFSAR)

Topographic Data

To be acquired through the National Oceanic and At nospheric
Adm ni stration’s Coastal Services Center (NOAA CSC) to
provide 1 5-meter digital terrain nodel for the WRP's entire
geographic region. Can be used to delineate riparian zone
boundari es, nodel hydrol ogy in watershed assessnent nodel s,
for county |and-use planning, and as digital elevation nodel
for SCREAM (see bel ow).

Avai l able in fall 2003 through Iink to NOAA/ SCS website.

Coastal Change Analysis Program (C-CAP) Land Cover Data
Created by the National Cceanic and Atnospheric

Adm ni stration’s Coastal Services Center (CSC) to map and
detect changes in | and use through regional |andscape-scale
| and cover data. The CSC is generating this 30-neter data
set for the entire coastal zone of the Pacific Coast. WII
feature detail ed categories of urban | and uses specifically
in Southern California, and will be used to generate a data
set descri bing watershed inperviousness. A nmgjor driver in
t he SCREAM nodel (below) to assess riparian conditions.

Avai lable in fall 2004 through link to the NOAA/ SCSC
websi t e.

Wetland and Riparian EcoAtlas Data Base

Set of G S npas and spatial data sets that describe physica
and bi ol ogi cal resources, |and use, topography, etc. for
Sout hern California wetlands and riparian areas.

All data will be avail able through WRP Information Station,
www. wr pi nf 0. scc. ca. gov.

Dynamap®/Display

Statewide G S data base featuring streets, |andmarks and
natural features acquired and licensed for use by the WRP
Sci ence Panel and Task Forces. Can serve to identify
devel opnment surroundi ng wetl ands and to create naps to

| ocat e proposed restoration and acquisition projects for
grant proposals and research.

To acquire, contact rick@asgrwc. org.

Wetlands Assessment Tools (Level IT)
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Southern California Riparian Ecological Assessment Method
(SCREAM)

G S-based | andscape-scal e assessnent nethod to eval uate the
condition of riparian area habitat, biogeochem stry, and
hydrol ogy. Can be used to assess a riparian reach’ s anbient
condition and to describe its preservation and restoration
potential. Under devel opnent by the Science Panel in
conjunction with the National Oceanic and At nospheric

Adm ni stration’s Coastal Services Center and with active
participation by technical experts and |ocal interests.
Bei ng devel oped and tested in five pilot watersheds sel ected
on basis of watershed character and degree of urbanization:
Carpinteria Creek (Santa Barbara County), Ventura River
(Ventura County), San Gabriel River (Los Angel es County),
San Diego Creek (Orange County), Escondido Creek (San D ego
County). The habitat conponent of the nodel for Carpinteria
Creek will be conplete by August 2003 and anal ysis for al
five pilots is expected by Summer 2005.

For information, contact marthas@ccw p. org.

Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Program (EMAP)

A five-year West Coast program conducted by the U S
Environnmental Protection Agency, Ofice of Research and
Devel opnent to assess estuarine condition through
probability-based survey. 1In 2002, EMAP sanpl ed estuarine
inter-tidal wetlands for a core set of indicators with
“intensification” of randomy selected sites in the San
Franci sco Bay Area and in Southern California where EPA is
col |l aborating with WRP Sci ence Panel. Indicators included
sedi nent contam nation, vegetative comunity conposition
G S analysis of habitat fragnmentation, popul ation density,
and surrounding land use. WII result in survey sanpling
designs and indicators to nost cost—effectively describe
regi onal wetland condition.

For information, see ww.. epa. gov/regi on09//wat er/ wemap; or
contact flem ng.terrence@pa. gov.

California Rapid Assessment Method (CRAM)

A fiel d-based survey to evaluate the condition of wetl and
areas for baseline, restoration, and conpliance nonitoring.
Cooperatively devel oped by the Southern California Coastal
Wat er Research Project, the San Franci sco Regi ona
Monitoring Program and the California Coastal Conmm ssion’s
Central Coastal Conprehensive Wetlands G S Data Base with
fundi ng and assistance fromthe U. S. Environnental
Protection Agency C ean Water Act (Section 104). The

devel opers are hol di ng several workshops for local interests
to comment on and test CRAM Anticipated to have a base set
of indicators appropriate for the entire coast, or possibly
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the entire state, with special “offranps” to adapt the tool
for use in specific regions such as the South Coast, Central
Coast, and Bay Area. A provisional version available in
Decenber 2003 and a Users Manual will be conpl eted by
Decenber 2004..

For information, contact marthas@ccw p. org.

Standardizing Site-Specific Monitoring (Level IIT)

Al t hough state and federal agencies that fund or carry out
wet | ands restoration activities require sone type of
nmonitoring at project conpletion and usually for several
years beyond, there are no standardi zed procedures,
reporting requirements or data di ssem nation practices.

Each restoration project potentially represents an
experiment that can informfuture work, but first requires
that information be collected and stored in ways that can be
readily accessed. Over the next year, the Science Panel

will seek to determ ne how the WRP can begin to address this
i ssue by devel oping a m nimum set of nonitoring and

el ectronic reporting requirenents.

A white paper describing the framework will be avail abl e by
Sumrer 2004 from marthas@ccw p. org.

Key Resources

WRP Information Station

An i nnovative conpendi um and mappi ng tool for wetlands and
wat er shed assessnent, planning and restoration work. For use
by students and educators, agency personnel, and conmunity
activists. Created by the State Coastal Conservancy to do

t he foll ow ng:

e Profiles the region’s coastal wetlands (the Southern
California Coastal Wetland Inventory) and wat er sheds
(with rmuch greater detail for those in the Pil ot
Wat er shed | nventory);

e Describes the WRP-sponsored acqui sition and restoration
proj ects;

e Contains a reference |ibrary of bibliographic materials
on the condition of the region’s wetlands and
wat er sheds into which the Matrix of Studies (bel ow)
wi |l be incorporated;

e Provides an extensive set of links to rel ated
organi zati ons and web sites;

14



e And nost innovatively, offers three |evels (beginner,
i nternedi ate, and advanced) of interactive G S mapping
capability using an ever-expandi ng data base of
materials. Users can view maps with zoom and query
features; they can select, overlay, and tailor their
own maps; or they can downl oad the original data
sources for combination with their own data resources.

To access, see www. W pi nfo.scc. ca. gov.

Toolbox for Watershed Management

A web-based list of existing tools, wwth web links, to guide
the process of formng a watershed group, getting the public
interested, witing a watershed managenent plan, and

devel oping restoration projects. Created by the Cooperative
Ext ensi on Program of the University of California in
consultation wth the WRP Task Force of Los Angel es County
(Educati on Worki ng G oup).

To access, see
cel osangel es. ucdavi s. edu/ nat ural _resources/t ool box. ht

Selected Tools and Information

The WRP web site hosted by the State Coastal Conservancy
contains sections listing resources available in three
categories: wetlands, watershed planning and managenment, and
speci es.

See WW. Scc. ca. gov/scwp, section on Tools and Information,
Wet | ands and WAt er shed Resour ces.
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REGIONAL PLANNING

Regional Strategy

The Southern California Wtlands Recovery Project Regional
Strategy (Novenber 2001) is the nost current planning
docunent that charts the direction for the Wtlands Recovery
Project. It describes the long-termgoals of the WRP and
specific inplenentation strategies to guide the efforts of
the WRP and its partners. The docunent is divided into five
chapters and two appendi ces: (1) introduction describing the
region, its wetlands, the WRP, and how the Strategy was
devel oped, reviewed and adopted; (2) summary of conditions
prevailing in region’ s wetlands and wat ersheds; (3) goals
and strategies for realizing them (4) county-specific

obj ectives; (5) separately bound 5-year inplenentation plan
(see below); (App. A) detailed sunmary of watershed
conditions, later incorporated into the WRP I nformation
Station; and (App. B) Summary of regional plans that relate
to wetl ands recovery.

To access, see wWww. scc. ca. gov/scw p, WRP Docunents.

Five-Year Implementation Plan

The I nplenmentation Plan identifies 7 different categories of
activity wwth 41 distinct actions to be carried out by the
end of 2006: (1) Wetland projects—3 actions including
identification of high priority wetlands); (2) Integration
of wetlands restoration with other policy objectives—
primary action; (3) Access, Education, and Qutreach—2
actions; (4) Science—4 actions; and (5) Information
exchange—-5 actions; (6)Agency partnershi ps— action; and (7)
Fundi ng—5 actions. A Proposition 13 grant awarded by the
State Water Resources Control Board to fund this Pocket

Navi gator allowed for the Task Forces and Cal PIRG to address
a nunber of these actions as described in the Final Report
descri bi ng work perforned under the grant.

To access Pl an, see wwv. scc. ca. gov/scwp, WRP Docunents.
For the Final Report, contact jrhartnmann@ol.com

Initial Gaps Report

An initial product of the Proposition 13 grant awarded to
Envi ronnment Now on behal f of the WRP was a Gaps Report (July
2002) prepared by each of the five county watershed
coordinators to orient themto the watershed issues in their
counties. It describes each of the watersheds, the key
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organi zati ons working in each, the prinmary watershed
management pl anni ng gaps within each county, and the subset
of these on which the coordinators would concentrate. This
report set the agenda for the coordinators in their specific
counti es.

To acquire, contact jrhartnmnn@ol.com

Watershed Management Plans—Regional GIS Map and Data
Base

| nf or mati on about Watershed Managenent Pl ans, conpl eted and
underway as of July 2003, is conpiled in a GS nap and data
base as part of the work under a Proposition 13 grant

awar ded to Environment on behalf of the WRP. The nmap,
prepared by G eenlnfo Network, shows the geographic extent
of wat er shed managenent planning activities in each of the
five counties in the region, and indicates where no planni ng
is currently underway. The data base provi des additional

bi bl i ographi cal and descriptive information on the plans.

To obtain, contact jrhartmann@ol.com
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ON-THE-GROUND PROJECT WORK

Project Work Plan

Project Evaluation Criteria

Each year the project evaluation criteria evolve in |ight of
di scussions during the previous year’s policy selection
process and advances in avail abl e deci sion support tools.
The criteria reflect the WRP program goals set out in the
Regi onal Strategy (see above) and fall into three
categories: ecological, policy and feasibility criteria. Do
projects further habitat and ecosystem support functions?
Do projects serve related policy goals? Can projects
realistically nove forward over the next fiscal year?

Proj ect proponents should carefully consider how their
proposed projects address these criteria, which are not
nunerical, but establish the framework for project
assessment in annual Managers G oup and Governi ng Board

del i berati ons.

To access, see wWww. scc.ca.gov/scwp, Projects and Pl anning,
Project Evaluation Criteria.

Project Selection Process

At the begi nning of each cal endar year, WRP partner agencies
and county task forces solicit broadly within the region for
project proposals to plan, to restore, or to acquire
wet | ands al ong the coast or in coastal watersheds. The
selection criteria and process—whi ch have been evol ving over
the past five years—are announced on the WRP web site hosted
by the State Coastal Conservancy, in digital newsletters,
and in e-mail notices sent out by county task force | eaders.
Cenerally, the task forces encourage project proposals, help
to vet and refine project ideas, and host a neeting with the
WRP Managers Group in which proponents can elicit feedback
before submitting a proposal, usually due in early spring.
In 2003, project proponents submtted “pre-proposals” (brief
proj ect descriptions) prior to these neetings.

Each task force eval uates proposals fromits county and
sends a representative to the annual Managers G oup project
review neeting. The task force representatives answer
guestions that arise and describe priorities related to
proposals fromtheir counties. 1In recent years, the State
Coastal Conservancy South Coast project nanagers review all
proposals prior to this annual neeting and present the
Managers Group with their tentative list of yes, no, and
maybe projects. Any nmenber of the Managers G oup or task
force representative can request that a yes or no project be

18


http://www.scc.ca.gov/scwrp

noved to the maybe group. Discussion at the Managers G oup
t hen focuses on how well the “nmaybe” projects conformto the
selection criteria. There are no weighted scores and, to
date, decisions about which projects to place on the Wrk
Plan |ist have been reached by consensus.

Usual |y the Managers Group presents the proposed Wrk Pl an
to the Governing Board in the |ate spring or early sumer
(in 2003 the schedul e was del ayed until early fall),

hi ghlighting the projects raising difficult policy questions
so that the Governing Board can deliberate and set policy.
In recent years, the Managers G oup al so divides the Wrk
Plan into tier-one and tier-two projects, a classification
that Board nust adopt. The intent is to focus staff tine and
funding on tier-one projects before going forward with tier-
two projects. The Managers Group also maintains a |ist of
“incubator projects” that fit the selection criteria, but
requi re nore devel opnent work before they could nove
forward. The Governi ng Board approves the final Wrk Plan—
but this does not guarantee funding.

Each project on the Wrk Plan nmust be assigned a Coast al
Conservancy project nmanager who ushers the project through

t he Conservancy Board approval process, adm nisters the
grant, and, depending on the conplexity of the project and

t he sophistication of the grantee, may actively oversee
project inplenmentation. Funding is not forthcomng until the
Conservancy Board approves the project.

When the WRP first began, it had nore noney than projects;
then it had nore projects than noney. Wth the spate of
recent bonds it has noney, and with planning funds and the
devel opnment of local infrastructure, it has a pipeline of
projects. Now the bottleneck is staff to admi nister grants
and oversee projects. Thus, projects can |anguish on the
Wrk Plan for want of staff.

To access, see www. scc.ca.gov/scwp, Projects and Pl anning,
Sel ection Process.

Project Work Plan

Each year the Work Plan is revised. Sonme projects are taken
of f due to conpletion or infeasibility and projects are
added as a result of the annual project selection process.
The current Work Plan lists about 50 projects. Since the
WRP began, it has acquired al nbost 6000 acres of wetl and,
riparian and buffer habitat and funded scores of planning
and restoration projects.

To access, see Www. Scc.ca.gov/scwp, Projects and Pl anni ng,
Wrk Plan which shows annual Wrk Plan and Conpl et ed/ Funded
Proj ect s.
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See www. w pi nf 0. scc.ca.gov to view project |locations in a
G S map system

Small Grants Program

The small grants programis inits third year and was
devised to build the capacity of locally based organi zations
to undertake restoration projects because organizati onal
capaci ty—rather than funds or potential projects—+s the
primary factor limting WRP acconplishnments. Grants of up to
$30, 000 are avail able froma $200,000 fund and the
application process is relatively sinple. Restoration
projects with an education or comunity invol venent
conponent are preferred. Unlike the projects selected
individually for the Wirk Pl an by the Managers G oup with
advice fromtask force representatives, small grants are
selected primarily by a conmttee task force
representatives. Earth Island Institute has contri buted
funds to the small grants program and serves on the grant
eval uation comm ttee.

For nore information, see www. scc. ca. gov/scwp, Projects and
Pl anni ng, Small Grants Program

Data Base of Potential Projects

Thi s data base of projects was devel oped under the
Proposition 13 grant fromthe State Water Resources Control
Board to Environment Now on behalf of the WRP. While the
WRP's Annual Wbrk Plan lists projects of regional
significance to which WRP funds and Coastal Conservancy
staff could be devoted, the Conprehensive Project Data Base
lists projects that other organizations and funders may w sh
to pursue. It was designed, in particular, as a ready
source of projects for mtigation, settlenent, or penalty
funds and is anticipated that the county task forces wll
pronote the list to potential funders. The projects are

di spl ayed by county in a GS map created by G eenlnfo
Network that indicates where in the watershed the projects
is located. In addition to a project description, the data
base contains information about project sponsors, benefits,
and costs.

To obtain, contact jrhartmann@ol.com
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WETLANDS EDUCATION & WRP OUTREACH

Initial Assessment Activities

Interpretive Centers of the South Coast

Map di splay showi ng the spatial distribution of wetland and
wat ershed interpretive centers throughout the region.

To acquire, contact cas@ asgrwc. org.

Ventura County Strategic Plan for Environmental Education

A county-w de environnmental resource inventory and needs
assessnment conducted by a teamof University of California
graduate students as a Masters Thesis in Public Policy under
direction of USC professors and the Ventura County WRP Task
Force and in collaboration with the California Regional

Envi ronmental Education Community (CREEC). Intensified
interviews and anal yses conducted in the Ornond Beach area
to best inform devel opnment of progranms and materials to neet
t he changi ng denographi cs of Ventura County. Methodol ogy
could be replicated in other counties.

To be posted at www. CREEC. org and avail abl e from
ggaut hi er @cw p. org.

Region-Wide Educational Materials

CREEC Compendium of Wetlands and Watershed Materials
The WRP worked with the California Regional Environnmental
Education Community (CREEC) to obtain grant that funded
col l ection of educational materials related to wetlands and
wat er sheds to post on CREEC website. Site is primary state-
wi de portal for teachers to access environnental education
resources. It categorizes materials according to over 25
types of educational resources (e.g., learning kit,
curriculum field trip, professional devel opnent);

envi ronmental focus (e.g., watershed, wetlands,

bi odi versity, environnmental justice); academ c focus (e.g.,
heal th, science, |anguage arts), audience served, county
served and | anguages. WRP county task forces provided
contacts and materials to CREEC. Wrk is still underway,
but has al ready added 300 new records to the web site. The
grant al so funds several Los Angel es-area workshops on use
of the site.

See www. CREEC. or g.
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Video—California Wetlands, Investments in Our Economic

Future

A 7-minute video featuring interviews w th business and
community | eaders throughout coastal Southern California
expl ai ning the value of healthy wetlands to them (e.g.,
fisheries, tourism enployee recruitnment and retention,
community quality of life.

To acquire, contact jrhartmnn@ol.com

Photo Exhibit—Classroom without Walls

A photo exhibition by Shawn Kelly and funded by Environnment
Now showi ng many types of people enjoying the region’s
coastal wetlands, rivers, and streanms. Exhibited at the
Sacranento Convention Center and the Long Beach Aquari um of
the Pacific.

To access, see WWW, Scc. ca. gov/sccwp, section on WRP Tool s
and | nformati on.

Maps and Photos
Avail abl e for sel ected coastal wetl ands.

See WWw. Scc..ca. gov/scwp

Introduction to Southern California Coastal Wetlands
Short paper summarizing the conditions, status, and val ues
associated with the region’ s coastal wetl ands.

To access, Ssee WWW. Scc. ca. gov/sccwp, section on WRP
Docunent s.

Glossary of Wetland Terms
Defines terns in three categories: wetlands, beneficial
uses, and special status speci es.

To access, Ssee WWw.Scc.ca.gov/sccwp, section on WRP Tool s
and | nformati on.

H20: Headwaters to Oceans, Connecting All Life

Set of hands-on educational nmaterials assenbled by the
California Public Interest Research G oup WaterWatch Program
under Proposition 13 grant fromthe State Water Resources
Control Board to Environnent Now on behalf of the WRP.

Desi gned for use by University of California and California
State University student volunteers for elenentary schoo
present ati ons throughout region.
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To acquire, contact sujatha@nvironnentcalifornia.org. Al so
available is list of faculty contacts at Cal State
Uni versities.

WaterWatch Trash Inventories

As an activity under the Proposition 13 grant fromthe State
Wat er Resources Control Board to Environnment Now on behal f
of the WRP, Cal PIRG s Wat er\Wat ch program organi zed ei ght

wat erway cl ean-ups involving over 225 vol unteers working
nore than 400 hours to collect alnost a ton and a half of
trash. It was inventoried to docunent the types of trash
found throughout the region and educate people about the
primary sources of solid waste in the region’ s waterways.
Assenbly Menber Paul Koretz has introduced a bill to tax the
| argest contributors to waste in the state’'s waterways and
the results fromthese inventories could serve as a source
of data to support his |egislation.

To obtain, contact sujatha@nvironnentcalifornia.org.
Educational Materials with Local Focus

San Diego Wetlands Kit

Devel oped by Seawrld, which serves on the WRP Public
Advi sory Conmmittee, in collaboration with educators from
nmuseuns and environnental organi zations in San Di ego area.
Contains set of materials describing vocabul ary, types and
val ue of wetlands, as well as |osses, threats, and actions
to take. Includes illustrated wetland species
identification cards, hands-on classroomactivities, a
description of coastal wetlands in San Diego County with
list of available services, and a color map of San Di ego
County’ s wat er sheds.

To acquire, contact dg@anelijo.org.

Orange County Green Map and Power Point Presentation
Devel oped by Orange County Friends of Harbors Beaches and
Par ks, the WRP Orange County Task Force co-chair, to show
how exi sting and potential open space areas relate to the
county’s rivers, streanms and wetlands. Depicts WRP
activities—acquisition, planning and restoration projects
t hat have been conpl eted, are underway, or proposed. WII
be used to stinulate di scussion anong conmunity | eaders
about |and acquisition strategies.

To acquire, contact jwatt4@ol.com
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Watershed Guide for Ventura County Board of Supervisors
Bookl et created to acconpany presentation to the Ventura
County Board of Supervisors. Shows percentages of different
wat er sheds in each supervisorial district. A so depicts WRP
activities by district and WRP funding to county.

To acquire, contact ggauthier@cw p. org.

Santa Barbara Creek Care Guide

A 35-page gui de published by Comrunity Environnental
Council, WRP county task force co-chair, and the County of
Santa Barbara. To be distributed to all riparian

| andowners, schools, libraries and other interested parties.
To educate | ocal residents on how | ocal wetl ands, creeks,
and wat ersheds function, what factors influence their
heal th, and the actions that |ocal residents can take to
practice good stewardship. Al so discusses what | andowners
can do to protect or restore creeks that run through their
| ands.

To acquire, contact bthiel @cwp.org.

Symposia, Sacramento Legislative Breakfast & Workshops

Symposia

The WRP has sponsored annual synposia at SeaWwrld in San

D ego (2000), in Orange County (2001), and in Ventura County
(2002). The different constituents of the WRP to cone
together to | earn about new devel opnents in wetlands science
and policy, to share success stories, and cel ebrate the

grow ng regi onal wetlands comunity. The 2003 Synposi um
Headwat er to Cceans—+ntegrating Rivers, Wtlands and
Coastlines in an Urban Environment is jointly sponsored by
the WRP, California Coastal Coalition, California Shore and
Beach Preservation Association, and the Society of Wtl ands
Scientists (Wstern Chapter). It will be held in Long Beach,
Oct ober 23-25.

For information, contact jrhartnmnn@ol.com

Sacramento Legislative Breakfast

For the past four years the WRP has joined with the
California Coastal Coalition to sponsor a |legislative
breakfast to hear about the |latest policy devel opnents from
Sacranment o deci sion nakers and to showcase the val ues of
Sout hern California s beaches, wetlands and watersheds. The
2002 event focused on educational values and the 2003 event
focused on ecotourism The event is co-chaired by a Senate
and Assenbly nmenber and features top governnent officials as
keynot ers. Environnent Now has sponsored 25 stipends for
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people to travel to Sacranento to attend and neet with

| egi slators. The 2004 event is slated to focus on regional
scientific assessment nodels currently under devel opment by
the WRP Sci ence Panel and the Coastal Sedinment Working

G oup.

For information, contact steveaceti @al coast.org and
j rhart mann@uol . com

Workshops

The WRP county task forces have sponsored a nunber of

wor kshops related to wetl ands recovery in conjunction with
the State Coastal Conservancy and with support of the
Proposition 13 grant to Environnment Now on behalf of the
WRP. Wor kshops addressed arundo renoval (held in Ventura
County), sustainable watershed interpretive centers (held in
Orange County) and the Santa Clara River (held in both
Ventura County and | ater in Los Angel es County). Fundi ng

wor kshops di scussed bel ow.

For information on Ventura workshops, contact
ggaut hi er @cw p.org and on the Los Angel es and Orange County
wor kshops, contact nl oquvam@cw p. org.

Activities to Promote Diversity

Selected WRP Small Grants
AWAI TI NG TEXT

For information, see www. scc. ca.gov/scwp, Snall grant
program or contact skelly@cw p.org.

Partnership with Mexican American Opportunity Foundation
The UC Cooperative Extension Program serves as an active
menber of the WRP Los Angel es County Task Force Education
Wor ki ng G oup. On behalf of the Wbrking G oup, it has
established a partnership with the Mexican American
Qpportunity Foundation (MACF) to help teach English and
citizenship to immgrants and new citizens using wetl ands
and watershed tours and activities. The UC Extension
programis organi zing activities for MACF trainers by
drawing fromwhat is offered and avail abl e through the
organi zati ons of the Wirking G oup nenbers.

For information, contact sldrill @cdavis. edu.

Greig Peters Wetlands Recovery Awards

Award programto honor those who exenplify the traits and
acconpl i shnents that pronote wetl ands recovery in coasta
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Southern California s conpl ex urbanized setting. Bestowed
for (1) pioneering collaborative efforts; (2) work that
yi el ds inportant wetlands benefits; and (3) persisting in
the face of adversity. Named in honor of the 2001 recipient,
Greig Peters, who passed away shortly before he woul d have
received the award. He was described as “a person with many
victories known and unknown—won by a qui et and unknown man,
wor ki ng unobtrusively behind the scenes to achi eve great

t hi ngs.”

For informati on, contact arnbrustr@-css. k12. ca. us.
Initial WRP Outreach Activities

Initial Outreach Survey

The First Phase of the Southern California Wtlands

Cl earinghouse Public Qutreach Effort, submtted to the state
Coast al Conservancy, by Joan Hartmann (June 1998) 50+ pp.

Fi ndi ngs based on survey of over 150 people in the region to
determne their wetlands interests and to recommend the best
regional structure for addressing comunity interests.

For nore information, contact jrhartnmann@ol.com

Evolution of WRP

The First Phase of the Southern California Wtlands Recovery
Project: The Unfolding Story describes the origins of the
V\RP.

See GOLDEN GATE LAwReEviEw article by J. Hartmann, Spring 2000.

WRP Outreach Resources

WRP Logo

A stylized least tern and southern steel head trout are
depicted on the WRP | ogo, funded by Environnent Now. Both
speci es are endangered endenmic to coastal Southern
California. The least tern, a mgratory bird, is found in
the region’s coastal wetlands and the sout hern steel head
trout, an anadromous fish, mgrates fromthe headwaters of
the region’s coastal watersheds to the oceans and back
again. Least terns and steel head trout are indicators of
coastal wetland and wat ershed health, respectively; their
recovery will signify the ultimte success of the WRP.

Logo avail able in color and black and white versions, with
and wi t hout background; contact jrhartmann@ol .com
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Wetlands Recovery Project Brochure & Insert

Desi gned by Pat agoni a; brochure describes the WRP vi si on,
partners, and includes map of the regions coastal wetl ands
and watersheds. The insert is designed to be updated
frequently to describe project achievenents.

To obtain, contactjrhartmnn@ol.com

WRP News and Info

Digital newsletter regularly sent to subscribers to the |ist
serv on the State Coastal Conservancy web site. Announces
grant and ot her funding opportunities, educational
activities, WRP neetings, job postings.

See WWW. Scc. ca. gov/sccwp, to subscribe to list serv.

CalCoast Legislative Update

Weekly digital newsletter sent to those with interest in
state and federal governnment activities that affect
California s coastal resources.

To subscri be, contact steveaceti @al coast. org.

E-Mail Lists of Interested Parties
Mai nt ai ned by the State Coastal Conservancy, Cal Coast, and
al so by each of the five WRP county task forces.

Subscri be at www. scc. ca. gov/scw p, steveaceti @al coast. org,
and dg@anelijo.org (San Diego County); jwatt4@ol.com
(Orange County); rick@asgrwe.org (Los Angel es County);
ggaut hi er @cw p.org (Ventura County); and bthiel @cwp.org
(Santa Barbara County).

Community Volunteer Calendar

To find out about or post opportunities to attend events
related to wetlands and watersheds in the five counties of
coastal Southern California. Entries automatically del eted
after the date passes.

To access, see ww. cl eanwater.org. To post opportunities,
use the password “cl eanwater.”
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SCIENCE & RESEARCH

Matrix of Studies on Monitoring Metrics

Conmpendi um of peer-reviewed research studi es. Franework
devel oped by WRP Sci ence Panel to support devel opnent of

i ndi cators to neasure the condition of coastal Southern
California’s wetland and riparian areas. WI Il inform design
of the California Rapid Assessnent Met hodol ogy (CRAM see
above). Avail able as Access data base.

Currently avail able from mart has@ccw p.org; soon to be
| oaded onto the WRP Information Station at
wWww. Wwr pi nf 0. scc. ca. gov.

Treatment Wetlands Review

Literature sunmary of peer-reviewed publications. Conducted
by the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project to
determne the role of wetlands in filtering contam nants;
focuses on how using wetlands to enhance water quality

af fects habitat values. My inform decisions on where and
what ki nd of wetlands should be used to treat water. Funded
by the State Coastal Conservancy.

To be posted at www. scc. ca. gov.
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FUNDING

WRP Funds

The WRP partnership establishes regional acquisition and
restoration priorities to which it directs its funds (mainly
adm ni stered through the State Coastal Conservancy) and to
which is seeks to have partners direct their funds as well
in order to use resources efficiently and effectively.

The section above, Project Wrk Plan, describes the process
for obtaining WRP funds.

Non WRP Funds

Government Grants

The WRP web site hosted by the state Coastal Conservancy has
two different sections with informati on on grants avail abl e
for wetlands restoration.

See ww. scc. ca. gov, WRP Tools and I nfo and Resources.

Local Funding Sources

For listing, see County-by-County Listing of Potenti al
Project Funders, a data base created under the Proposition
13 grant to Environnent Now on behal f of the WRP.

To acquire, contact jrhartnmann@ol.com

Funding Workshops & Grant Writing

Under the Proposition 13 grant awarded to Environnent Now on
behal f of the WRP, the five watershed coordi nators each
conducted wel | -attended fundi ng workshops. The workshops
encouraged those with project ideas to wite grant proposals
and pursue funding froma variety of sources, not just the
WRP. The coordinators wote or helped to wite a nunber of
non- WRP grants.

For fundi ng workshop information, contact

ggaut hi er @cw p.org (Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties);
contact m ogquvam@cw p.org (Los Angel es and O ange
Counties); and dg@anelijo.org (San Diego County). For |ist
of grants submtted with assistance fromthe watershed
coordi nators, contact jrhartmnn@ol.com
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RELATED PROJECT WORK
Other Regional Partnerships Identifying & Ranking Projects

A nunber of efforts besides the WRP identify projects and
set regional priorities in coastal Southern California.
While the WRP focuses primarily on habitat preservation and
restoration, the other efforts each has its own focus.
Nonet hel ess, there is sone overlap anong the projects, and
one day it may be possible to overlay the project lists by
wat ershed to identify projects of nmutual interest and ensure
that projects are not working at cross purposes.

Clean Beaches Initiative

Statutory authority to use proposition funds for C ean
Beaches Initiative projects that hel p | ocal agencies, non-
profit organizations, and public agencies inplenment projects
that protect and restore California s coastal water quality.
Project priorities are (1) to inprove water quality at
public beaches to neet current ocean water bacterial
standards; (2) to inprove, upgrade, or convert existing
sewer collection systens and septic systens for the
restoration and protection of coastal water quality; (3)to

i npl enment storm water and runoff pollution reduction and
prevention prograns for the restoration and protection of
coastal water quality; or (4) to inplenent best managenent
practices for the restoration and protection of coastal
water quality. A Cl ean Beaches Task Force appointed by the
State Water Resources Control Board reviews projects and
makes recomendati ons for grant funding.

See www. swrcb. ca. gov/ cwphone/ beaches/

California Coastal Sediment Management

The California Resources Agency and the U. S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, South Pacific Division, co-chair a partnership

ai mred at devel opi ng a conprehensi ve coastal sedinment
managenent strategy that enconpasses beach nourishnent, port
and harbor dredging, coastal wetland and estuarine
restoration, and flood control system mai ntenance wthin
coastal watersheds. The Coastal Sedi ment Managenent Wor ki ng
Group neets regularly. It is engaged in scientific studies,
policy changes, and on-the-ground projects, initially
concentrated in Southern California.

See wwv. spd. usace.arnmy.ml/csmwnline or contact
st eveaceti @al coast . org.

Southern California Water Dialog
The Southern California Water Di al ogue expl ores the conmon
i nterests anong Sout hern California water agencies,
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envi ronnent al organi zati ons, and public interest

organi zations, particularly as they relate to regional
objectives and the California Bay-Delta Authority (fornerly
CALFED) and represents the Bay-Delta Authority in the
Southern California region. The Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California typically hosts nonthly to address

t he managenent of Southern California' s water supply to neet
future needs and focus on reliability, water quality,
conservation, recycling, storage, conveyance, and watershed
managenent. The Di al ogue has devel oped a |ist of projects
that may be eligible for Bay-Delta Authority funding given
that Southern California is part of its “solution area.”

The data base of potential projects devel oped under a
Proposition 13 grant to Environnent Now on behal f of the WRP
is included in that list.

See www. socal wat er di al oque. org.

Emerging Regional Approaches

California Legacy Project

The Legacy Project is to identify the nmeans through

whi ch the State can pursue a conprehensive, strategic
approach to preserving, restoring, and sustaining working

| andscapes, open space, and biol ogi cal resources.

It is a statewide effort to integrate conservation
assessnent and planning anong five different

conservation objectives: (1) terrestrial biodiversity, (2)
aquatic biodiversity and watershed val ues, (3) working

| andscapes, (4) recreation |ands, and (5) urban open

space. It is engaged in data conpilation and anal ysi s,
assessing the condition of resources, exam ning | egal
mandat es pertaining to resource protection, and reporting on
resource protection priorities. It seeks to create a
foundati on on whi ch governnent agencies and coordinate their
| and acquisition and protection activities.

See www. ccri sp. ca. gov/

Critical Coastal Areas of Southern California

California's Critical Coastal Areas (CCAs) Programis to
foster collaboration anong | ocal stakehol ders and gover nnent
agencies, to better coordinate resources and focus efforts
on coastal -zone watershed areas in critical need of
protection frompolluted runoff. A nulti-agency

statewi de comm ttee has identified an initial list of 101
CCAs al ong thecoast and within San Franci sco Bay. The
criteria used to identify CCAs reflect the dual goals of

i mprovi ng degraded water quality, and providing extra
protection frompolluted runoff to marine areas with
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recogni zed high resource value. Beginning with four pil ot
CCAs, the CCA Programw Il formteans of |ocal stakehol ders
(wat ershed groups, special interest organizations, and
comunity nenbers) and government agencies (state, federal,
and | ocal )to devel op conmunity-based CCA Action Plans for
addressing polluted runoff that threatens coastal resources
within these CCAs. CCA identification nay be used to
support the acquisition of grant funding by prioritizing
protection efforts. Information Exchange Forum on the South
Coast schedul ed for July 2003 offering opportunity for
public to provide input on the water quality and | and use

i ssues in each CCA's watershed, to aid in the selection of a
regional pilot project. One of the pilot CCAs to be
selected in the South Coast.

See wwww. coastal .ca. gov/ nps/cca-nps. htn .

Other

Two ot her programs nerit attention: the Recovery Program
for the endangered Southern Steel head Trout which is likely
to generate project proposals related to the interests of
the WRP and the Agricultural \Waiver under the C ean Water
Act. The State Water Quality Regional Control Board is
devel oping a replacenent for the expired C ean Water Act

wai vers for irrigated agriculture. The new programw || ask
agriculturalists to denonstrate how they are inproving and
protecting water quality. Best managenent practices are
likely to include neasures to reduce agricultural runoff
pollution and also to protect habitat and restore rivers,
streans, and creeks through bank stabilization, exotic
renoval , revegetation wth native species along riparian
corridors, etc.
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